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Dear Pau l ,  

I am w r i t i n g  immediately t o  say  t h a t  I a m  w i l l i n g  t o  be a member of your 
organizing committee and t h a t  I a l r eadv  have agreed t o  a t t end  t h e  meeting i n  
February. 
my evidence before  the Ashbp Committee i n  October and I w i l l  send you and 
Don Brown a copy of t h i s  as soon as i t  i s  ready. 
February t o  expand q u i t e  a b i t  of i t  and when you g e t  t h e  paper you w i l l  see 
why i t  
i t  o f f  extremely w e l l  consider ing the number of morons t h a t  were p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  

I am j u s t  i n  t he  f i n a l  s t a g e s  of d r a f t i n g  a document which w i l l  be 

T hope between now and 

needs more work on i t .  T saw your programme and I thought you c a r r i e d  

I had w r i t t e n  t o  Don Brown saying t h a t  I thought t h a t  members of t h e  Edinburgh 
group ought t o  be  i n v i t e d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Ken Murray and P e t e r  'Jalker. I hope 
t h i s  can be  done s i n c e ,  as you probably know, Ken Murray has a l r eady  p u t  some 
mammalian DNA i n t o  lambda and they are planning t o  
the human Y chromosome. Another person i n  Europe t h a t  I know is i n t e r e s t e d  
and I th ink  might be q u i t e  h e l p f u l  i s  Charles Weissrnann i n  Zurich. 

do an ex tens ive  s tudy of 

I have been devoting q u i t e  a l o t  of thought t o  the  s a f e t y  s i d e  and th ink  
t h a t  I have some ideas  which might be u s e f u l  t o  tes t .  A t  any ra te ,  our job 
a s  s c i e n t i s t s  i s  t o  th ink  about t h e  e c i e n t i f i c  experiments t h a t  we can do no t  
only t o  g e t  more information b u t  a l s o  t o  lower t h e  r i s k s  of doing t h i s  work. 

Don Brown s e n t  me a copy of extensive correspondence he  has  been having wi th  
Roy C u r t i s  111 and t h i s  has given me some i d e a  of what we  have t o  contend with.  

One approach t h a t  I have been exp lo r ing ,  and b i t s  of it w i l l  be  found i n  the  
document I w i l l  send you, i s  t o  t r y  and formulate two experiments which one 
might perform because of t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  outcomes b u t  which bound t h e  range of 
r i s k s ;  t h a t  i s  one should be e n t i r e l y  hazard-free and t h e  o t h e r  should have 
a l l  t h e  hazardous p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  exposed. My i d e a  i s  t h a t  o t h e r  experiments 
can then be placed on t h i s  scale and then i f  we have the p r o t e c t i v e  measures 
covering t h e  e n t i r e  scale we w i l l  then be ab le  t o  t r y  t o  match t h e  two things.  

There i s  one l a s t  p o i n t  t o  ponder on. This i s  the  whole ques t ion  of how 
one might have t o  d e a l  with the  drug companies t h o ,  of course,  can p r a c t i s e  
commercial secrecy and n o t  pub l i sh  anything of t h e i r  p l ans .  Since many of 
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them a re  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and s i n c e  t h i s  work does not  take  massive technology 
they could do i t  almost anywhere i n  the  world i f  they wanted t o  and even i f  

were t o  ge t  the major count r ies  t o  agree on some measures the  drug companies 
could s t i l l  f ind  themselves "off-shore" havens, count r ies  l i k e  lJganda or  Chi le ,  
f o r  example. 

I hope t h a t  these  remarks w i l l  give you some i n k l i n g  about some of the 
l i n e s  I have been thinking along and I c e r t a i n l y  would he del ighted t o  help 
w i  t'i ?-.he conference. 

Yours eve r ,  

Sydney Srenner 


